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Old-World Hospitality

A variety of materials gives this classic European design eclectic appeal.

BY ANN MATESI, CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

e massive center island that
dominates the kitchen in this
upscale model home north
of Tampa is reminiscent of

the traditional family table found in
classic European kitchens of the past,
says builder Jay Fechtel.

The inspiration for this elegantly
appointed space’s design came from
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his time spent living in Ttaly. “T actu-
ally took the concept of the working
table from the kitchen of the home
that I had stayed in,” the Tampa-based
builder says.

Nancy Braamse, a certified kitchen
and bath designer, worked closely
with The Fechtel Company to mir-
ror the house’s “influenced by time”
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A walk-in pantry to the right of the
island is designed to resemble an
antique armoire and has Gothic trim
detailing on its cabinet doors.

theme. The materials and finishes used
throughout the kitchen are intention-
ally mismatched, she says. “The home
is actually fully of unique but comple-






